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PROCEEDINGS 

NUIQSUT, A L A S K A  

D E C E M B E R  11, 1 9 8 6  

MR.  B R O C K :  Good e v e n i n g  I w o u l d  

e t o  welcome y o u  t o  t h e   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   o n   t h e   P r o p o s e d  

O i l  a n d  Gas L e a s e  S a l e  9 7  i n   t h e   B e a u f o r t  Sea .  D o  w e  h a v e   n e e d  f o r  

a t r a n s l a t o r ?  

MR. AHVAKANA: We h a v e   o n e   p e r s o n  

t h a t   d o n ' t   u n d e r s t a n d .  

MR. B R O C K :  T h a t ' s   f i n e .  I j u s t  

w a n t e d  t o  know i f  e v e r y o n e   u n d e r s t o o d  me. Emily i s  o u r   t r a n s l a t o r  

a n d   s h e  w i l l  b e  h e l p i n g   u s  o u t  o n   t h i s .  

MY name is  Bob B r o c k   a n d  I'm t h e   r e g i o n a l   S u p e r v i s o r  f o r  

t h e   L e a s i n g   a n d   E n v i r o n m e n t   O f f i c e  of t h e   A l a s k a  OCS R e g i o n  of  t h e  

M i n e r a l s   M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e  a n d  I'm t h e   d e s i g n a t e d   c h a i r  f o r  t h i s  

h e a r i n g .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

On my r i g h t  i s  MR. Leroy S t r i n g f e l l o w   f r o m   t h e   F i e l d  

O p e r a t i o n s   O f f i c e  of the M i n e r a l s   M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e  i n   A n c h o r a g e ,  

and  t h e y  a r e  t h e  people t h a t  actually do t h e  rig i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  

enforce t h e   s t i p u l a t i o n s  and that sort of t h i n g   a f t e r   t h e  l e a s e  has 

been l e t  a n d   t h e   a c t i v i t i e s  start. And o n  my l e f t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  

a n y b o d y  k n o w s  h i m ,  i s  John Schindler, t h e  C h i e f  of t h e   E n v i r o n m e n t  

A s s e s s m e n t   S e c t i o n   i n   t h e  Regional O f f i c e   o f   t h e  MMS. 

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 
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And Dick Roberts sitting over   here  i s  w i t h  o u r   o f f i c e   a l s o  

a n d  on t h e   f a r   l e f t  is  Angie  Hecker, who is  w i t h  Accu-Type 

Depos i t ions  a n d  is t h e  Court   Reporter .  Accu-Type is loca ted  i n  

Anchorage  and t h e i r   t e l e p h o n e  number is  2 7 6 - 0 5 4 4 .  If you  want a 

copy of t h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  you can  arrange  to  get   one  from h e r  because 

Minerals Management Service  does  not  p u b l i s h  them o r  p u t  them o u t  

a s  a t r a n s c r i p t .  B u t  YOU can  arrange  to   get   one  f rom h e r .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

The purpose of t h i s  hear ing i s  to   r ece ive   t he   v i ews ,  

comments  and sugges t ions  of i n t e r e s t e d   i n d i v i d u a l s  and 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of local   qovernment  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on the  D r a f t  

Environmental   Impact   Statement .   These  hear ings  are   being  held  €or  

t h e  purpose of r ece iv ing  comments and sugges t ions   abou t   subs i s t ence  

pe r   Sec t ion  8 1 0  of t h e  A laska   Na t iona l   In t e re s t  L a n d s  Conservat ion 

Act. 

(TRANSLATION B Y  MS. 

Now, l e t  me go o v e r   h e r e   t o  t h e  map f o r  a minute.  J u s t  t o  

show you where we a r e ,  t h i s  i s  Wainwright,  Barrow,  Nuiqsut, 

Kaktovik  and  the  Canadian  l ine.  And this is  t h e  s h o r e l i n e .  

f i r s t  t h ree   mi l e s  f rom  the   shore l ine   ou t   th ree   mi les  i s  s ta te-owned 

a r e a .  The f e d e r a l   o f f s h o r e   s t a r t s   s t   t h e   t h r e e - m i l e   p o i n t  and goes 

seaward. S o ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h ree   mi l e s  i s  s t a t e  and  then   the  federal 

s t a r t s  a t  t he   t h ree -mi l e   l i ne  a n d  goes  seaward. 

( T R A N S L A T T O N  BY M S .  

F e d e r a l  o i l  a n d  gas l ea s ing  in the Beaufo r t  Sea  began with 

Accu-Gype  Depositions, %IC. 
550 W e s t  S e v e n t h ,  Suite 205 

Anchorage.  Alaska 99501 
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t h e   j o i n t   s t a t e   a n d   f e d e r a l  BF S a l e  i n  December, 1 9 7 9 .  

t h i s  a r e a   r i g h t   h e r e .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

N o w ,  e a c h   o n e   o f   t h e s e   b l o c k s  is t h r e e  miles .  

miles f r o m   t h i s   p o i n t  t o  t h i s   p o i n t .  Here's o n e   b l o c k ,  

- 5 -  

T h a t  was 

I t ' s  t h r e e  

€ o r  

e x a m p l e ,   r i g h t   t h e r e ,   t h a t ' s   t h r e e  miles  on a s i d e .  T h e   d a r k  

colored b l o c k s  were t h o s e  l e a s e s  t h a t  were sold i n  1 9 8 2 ,  S a l e   7 1 .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

T h e   l i g h t - s h a d e d   b l o c k s  were t h e  leases  s o l d  i n  1 9 8 4  i n  

S a l e  8 7 .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. W I L S O N )  

T h i s  s a l e  t h a t  we're t a l k i n g   a b o u t  now is  c o v e r i n g   t h e  

a r e a  s h o r e w a r d  of t h i s   l i n e ,   w h i c h  is a b o u t   t h e  4 0 0  meter l i n e  o r  

1 , 2 0 0  f o o t   d e p t h  of w a t e r .  I t ' s  j u s t   a b o u t   t h i s   l i n e  right h e r e ,  

s h o r e w a r d ,   u p  t o  t h e   t h r e e  mile l i n e .  

(TRAPJSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

T h e   e n t i r e  map a r e a  c o n t a i n s   a b o u t  4 9  m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  b u t  

t h i s   p r o p o s a l   t h i s   p a r t i c u l a r  E I S ,  c o v e r s   a b o u t  2 1  m i l l i o n  a c r e s .  

p o s s i b l e  d e f e r r a l s  o r  a r e a s   t h a t   w o u l d   b e   p o s t p o n e d .  W h e n  w e  came 

up h e r e  a year ago, t h e r e  were concerns a b o u t  t h i s  a r e a  around 

B a r r o w .  T h e r e  were concerns  a b o u t   t h i s   a r e a   a r o u n d   K a k t o v i k .  

T h e r e  were conce rns  a b o u t   t h i s  e n t i r e  a r e a  o u t  h e r e .  S o ,  i n  the 

EIS w e  s e t  u p  t h r e e  p o s s i b l e  d e f e r r a l   a l t e r n a t i v e s  just so that t h e  

Accu-Zype Depositions, 9nc. 
5 5 0  West  Seventh, Suite 205 
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I'm j u s t  s a y i n g   t h a t  p o s s i b l y  h e   c o u l d   d e f e r   t h o s e  t o  a n o t h e r  s a l e  

l a t e r  o n .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

We h a v e  a l o t  of r e q u i r e m e n t s ,   f o r  example ,  REGULATIONS 

t h a t  a r e  i n  p l ace  r i g h t  now t h a t   t h e  o i l  c o m p a n i e s   h a v e  t o  fol low 

i f   t h e y  get a n  o i l  l e a s e  o u t  i n   t h a t  a r e a .  

T o  b e g i n   w i t h ,  a large n u m b e r   o f  f e d e r a l  laws c o n t r o l  

o f f s h o r e   o p e r a t i o n s .  Some examples  i n c l u d e   t h e  O C S  L a n d s  Act ,  t h e  

N a t i o n a l   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   P o l i c y  A c t ,  t h e   E n d a n g e r e d  Species  Ac t ,  t h e  

M a r i n e  Mammal P r o t e c t i o n  A c t ,  t h e   C l e a n  Water A c t ,  a n d   t h e  Coas ta l  

Z o n e   M a n a g e m e n t  Act. 

If a s a l e  is  h e l d   a n d  l e a s e s  a r e  a w a r d e d ,  l essees  c a n n o t  

j u s t  s t a r t  d r i l l i n g   T h e r e  a r e  m a n y   f e d e r a l   a n d  s t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

i n  p l ace  t o  e n s u r e   t h a t   e x p l o r a t i o n ,   d r i l l i n g   a n d   p r o d u c t i o n  

p r o c e e d   i n   a n   e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y   s a f e   a n d   a c c e p t a b l e   m a n n e r .  

F i r s t ,   b e f o r e   e x p l o r a t i o n   c a n   b e g i n ,  Lessees h a v e  t o  

p r e p a r e  e x p l o r a t i o n   p l a n s .  Lessees m u s t   p r e p a r e  large n u m b e r s   o f  

t h e s e  p l a n s  f o r   v e r y   b r o a d   d i s t r i b u t i o n   a n d  rev iew b e f o r e   a p p r o v a l  

o f  t h e  f e d e r a l   G o v e r n m e n t .  R u t  even our approval is  n o t  the f i n a l  

word. T h e  S t a t e ' s  C o a s t a l   Z o n e  C o n s i s t e n c y  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  is  a l s o  

neccessary. 

Next, a d r i l l i n g  permit i s  r e q u i r e d .  O n c e  d r i l l i n g  i s  

underway, a n  MMS i n s p e c t o r  w i l l  be  either on t h e  r i a  or  w i l l  b e  

n e a r b y   a t  a l l  times. 

T h e n ,  i f  a discovery i s  made t h e  p l a n n i n g   a n d  approval 

Accu-Zype D eposif ions, %IC. 
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process  s t a r t s  a l l  o v e r   a g a i n   a n d  w e  m u s t  p r e p a r e   a n o t h e r  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l   a n a l y s i s   b e f o r e   d e v e l o p m e n t   a n d   p r o d u c t i o n   c a n   t a k e  

g l a c e .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

I n   a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  some o f   t h e  mitigating m e a s u r e s ,  some 

of t h e   a d d i t i o n a l   r e q u i r e m e n t s   t h a t  w e  a r e   c o n s i d e r i n g   p u t t i n g   o n  

t h e  l ea ses ,  w h a t  w e  c a l l  s t i p u l a t i o n s  or  m i t i g a t i n g   m e a s u r e s   a n d  

t h a t   h a v e   b e e n  on o t h e r  l e a s e  s a l e s  a r e  a r e q u i r e m e n t   f o r   t h e  

c o m p a n i e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t r a i n i n g  program w h i c h   w o u l d   r e q u i r e  

e v e r y b o d y   w h o   w o r k s  on a rig t o  a t t e n d  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a y e a r .   O n e  

of t h e   m a i n   p u r p o s e s  of t h a t  program i s  t o  e d u c a t e   t h e  o i l  a n d  gas 

w o r k e r s   a b o u t   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  l o c a l  peop le .  

(TRANSLATIOM BY MS.  WILSON) 

A n o t h e r   e x a m p l e  of a m i t a q a t i n g   m e a s u r e   t h a t  we s t u d y  i n  

t h e  EIS  i s  t h e  s easona l  d r i l l i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n  t h a t   d o e s  not permit 

d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g   t h e   f a l l   m i q r a t i o n  of t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e .  

(TRANSLATIOM BY MS. W I L S O N )  

W i t h   t h a t ,  w e  w i l l  s t a r t  a s k i n g   y o u  t o  p r e s e n t  y o u r  v i e w s  

o n   t h i s .  When y o u   a r e   a s k e d  t o  s p e a k ,  p l e a s e   s a y  your name and 

s p e l l  i t  i f   y o u   w o u l d ,  p l e a s e ,  b e c a u s e  we sometimes d o n ' t   h e a r   t h e m  

c o r r e c t l y ,  a n d  s t a t e   w h e r e  Y O U  1 ive and i f  you a r e  representing 

s o m e b o d y .  I a s s u m e   t h a t  most of y o u  w i l l  b e  representing 

y o u r s e l v e s  s o  m o s t l y  i t ' s  a m a t t e r  of getting your n a m e  spelled 

c o r r e c t l y  f o r   t h e   r e c o r d .  

T h e   c o m m e n t  period For t h i s  EIS c l o s e s  on  J a n u a r y  6 ,  

Accu-Ggpe Deposifions, 9nc. 
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1 9 8 7 .  u n t i l .   t h a t  t ime,  MMS w i l l  a l s o   a c c e p t   w r i t t e n  comments a n d  

s t a t e m e n t s  from a n y o n e   w h o   w o u l d  p re fe r  t o  m a k e   w r i t t e n   r a t h e r   t h a n  

o r a l  c o m m e n t s ,   f r o m   a n y o n e   w i s h i n g  t o  s u p p l e m e n t   t h e i r  o r a l  

c o m m e n t s ,  or from a n y b o d y   w h o  is u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d   t h e   h e a r i n g .  

T h e s e   w r i t t e n   c o m m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e   a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e   R e g i o n a l  

Di rec tor ,  M i n e r a l s   M a n a q e m e n t  Serv ice ,  9 4 9  E a s t  3 6 t h   A v e n u e ,  

Room 1 1 0 ,   A n c h o r a g e ,   A l a s k a ,  9 9 5 0 8 ,  A t t e n t i o n :   D i c k  Roberts .  

T h e   c o m m e n t  c lo ses  J a n u a r y  6 ,  1 9 8 7 .  A l l  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s  

r e c e i v e d  p r io r  t o  t h a t   d a t e ,   J a n u a r y  6 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  w i l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  a s  a 

p a r t  of t h e   h e a r i n g  record.  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. W I L S O N )  

MR. BROCK: I t h i n k  I'll s t a r t  o f f  

by a s k i n g  James t o  p r e s e n t   t h e  same t e s t i m o n y   t h a t   h e   p r e s e n t e d  in 

Barrow t h e   o t h e r   n i g h t  a s  f a r   a s   t h e   N o r t h  Slope B o r o u g h ’ s   p o s i t i o n  

and  t h e n   y o u   c a n  t a k e  i t  from t h e r e .  S o ,  J i m ,  w o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  n o  

t h r o u g h   t h a t ?  

MR.  S A V O K :  T h a n k  y o u .  I t h i n k  

t h a t  a l l  of y o u   p r o b a b l y   h a v e  a copy of t h e   w r i t t e n   c o m m e n t s   t h a t  

t h e   N o r t h  Slope B o r o u g h   h a s   m a d e  on S a l e  9 7  s o  i n s t e a d  of reading 

t h e  c o m m e n t s   v e r b a t i m ,  we h a v e   e n o u g h  cop ie s  t h e r e  f o r  all of y o u ,  

I’d j u s t  as soon w a l k   o v e r  h e r e  to t h e  map a n d  give you a n   o v e r v i e w  

o f  w h a t  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  Borough’s comments were. 

T h e   N o r t h  Slope Borough i s  saying t h a t   t h e y   d o n ' t   h a v e  any 

problem w i t h   t h e  MMS l e a s i n g  a l l  of t h i s  a r e a .   T h e   o n l y  problems 

t h a t  t h e  N o r t h  Slope Borough would like t o  a d d r e s s  i s  t h e  EIS, i n  

Depositions, 
550 W e s t  Seventh, Suite 205 

Alaska 99501 
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t h a t   b i g  book ,  t h e r e ' s  t w o  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

A l t e r n a t i v e  I V  i s  t h e  Barrow d e f e r r a l .   T h a t ' s  t h i s  o n e  

t h a t ' s   s h a d e d  i n  h e r e .   T h a t ' s   c a l l e d   t h e  Barrow D e f e r r a l   a n d  

t h a t ' s   o u t s i d e   t h e   t h r e e - m i l e  limit a n d   o u t  a ways.  T h e   o t h e r   o n e  

i s  A l t e r n a t i v e  V a n d   t h a t ' s   t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,   t h e   K a k t o v i k  

' D e f e r r a l .   T h a t ' s  a l s o  t h r e e  miles a n d   o u t s i d e .  I t ' s  a l l  w i t h i n  

t h e   f e d e r a l  l e a s e  s a l e .  

T h e   r e a s o n  f o r  r e q u e s t i n g   t h e   d e f e r r a l  of t h i s   f o r  a 

p e r i o d  of n o t  l e s s  t h a n   f i v e   y e a r s   a n d   p r e f e r a b l y  more is t o  a l l o w  

t h e   f e d e r a l   q o v e r n m e n t  t o  m a k e  more s t u d i e s   i n   t h i s  a r e a .  Also ,  

t h e   b i g g e s t  concern  is t h a t   t h e  i c e  i n   h e r e  is p r e t t y  h e a v y   a n d  

we ' re  o n l y  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a r e a l  narrow o p e n   l e a d   d u r i n g   t h e  

s p r i n g t i m e  for t h e   w h a l e   m i g r a t i o n .  So, t h e   u t i l i z a t i o n   o f  this 

s p a c e  is g o i n g  t o  c r e a t e  too  m u c h   o f  a s t ress  o n   t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e  

d u r i n g   m i o r a t i o n   i f   t h e r e  i s  a n y  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e r e ,   b e  i t  s e i s m i c  

a c t i v i t y  o r  d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t y  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .   T h e r e  w o u l d  

be too  much s t r e s s  f o r   t h a t  l i t t l e  open l e a d  on t h e   w h a l e .  

We're a l s o   c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t  sp i l l s  i n   t h i s   a r e a  s o  we would 

h a v e  t o  h a v e  more s t u d i e s   m a d e  o n  t h a t .  Here y o u  c a n  see  by some 

of t h e s e  b l o c k s  t h a t   h a v e   a l r e a d y   b e e n   l e a s e d ,  we ' re  s t i l l  

c o n c e r n e d .  We would s t i l l  l i k e  MMS t o  d e f e r   l e a s i n g  i n  t h i s  area 

b e c a u s e   t h e  people i n  t h e   K a k t o v i k   a n d  a l s o  t h e  w h a l e r s  t h e r e  and 

t h e  w h a l e r s  a n d  the r e s i d e n t s  of t h e   N o r t h  Slope B o r o u g h  a r e  

c o n c e r n e d   b e c a u s e  

w h a l e .  We feel t 

of t h e   f e e d i n g   h a b i t a t  i n  h e r e   f o r   t h e  bowhead 

h a t  t h i s  a r e a   n e e d s  t o  be d e f e r r e d   u n t i l  the 
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for f e e d i n g  a r e a s  h e r e   f o r   t h e   w h a l e   b e c a u s e  people  t h e r e  know t h a t  

t h i s  a r e a  c o n t a i n s   f e e d i n g   a r e a s  f o r  t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e   a n d   t h e r e  

h a v e   b e e n  some s t u d i e s   t h a t   h a v e   b e e n   m a d e   a n d   t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  

o n g o i n g   s t u d i e s   o n   t h e   f e e d i n g   h a b i t a t   a n d   t h e   f e e d i n g  a r eas  of t h e  

b o w h e a d   w h a l e   i n   h e r e   a n d  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d e f e r   l e a s i n g   i n  t h a t  

a r e a  u n t i l  a l l  t h o s e   s t u d i e s  a r e  complete. 

8 T h e   o t h e r  a r e a  was a n   a l t e r n a t i v e   h e r e   c a l l e d   t h e   C h u k c h i  

A l t e r n a t i v e .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n   w h a t   t h e   n u m b e r  of t h a t  was. T h e  

N o r t h  Slope B o r o u g h  i s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s   a r e a ,   b u t   n o t  a s  

i n t e n s i v e l y  a s  t h e  n e w   s h o r e   a c t i v i t y   b e c a u s e   t h i s  is f u r t h e r .  I o f f s h o r e .  B u t  s t i l l  t h e   N o r t h  Slope B o r o u g h  f e e l s  t h a t   t h e r e  a r e  

n o  s t u d i e s   t h a t   h a v e  been  d o n e  o u t  h e r e .   T h e r e ' s  n o  d a t a   b a s e  o r  

a n y t h i n g  t o  m a k e   g o o d   d e c i s i o n s   o n   w h a t  i s  o u t  h e r e ,   y o u   k n o w ,   t h e  

s e a  mammals, t h e   f i s h   a n d   t h e   h a b i t a t  €or a l l  t h e s e   a n i m a l s   o u t  

h e r e .  

17 

h e r e   a r e  much greater t h a n   t h e y   a r e   h e r e   i n   t h e   B e a u f o r t  Sea .  

We’re c e r t a i n   t h a t  i f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  a l l o w e d   i n   t h i s   a r e a   t h e y ' r e  

P l u s ,  we're a l s o  c o n c e r n e d   t h a t   t h e  sea  i c e  m o v e m e n t s  u p  

going t o  h a v e  t o  d o  a h e c k  of a l o t  more s t u d i e s   o n   t h e  s e a  i c e  

t o  b e  d o i n g   d r i l l i n g  w o r k  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  is going t o  b e  

m o v e m e n t s   a n d   h o w   t h e  equipment they’re g o i n g  t o  be u s i n g   o u t  t h e r e  

a f f e c t e d  by t h e  s e a  i c e  s o  we're a s k i n g  f o r  t h a t .  

T h e n   t h e   l a s t  alternative i s  t o  a s k   t h e   f e d e r a l   g o v e r n m e n t  

to c r e a t e  one more a l t e r n a t i v e ,  which w o u l d  be A l t e r n a t i v e  VII, a n d  
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t h a t ' s  t o  c o m b i n e   t h e s e  two a r e a s  w i t h i n   t h i s   l e a s e   s a l e   a n d  

c o m b i n e   t h e   d e f e r r a l   o f   t h e s e  t w o  a r e a s .  Rut t h e  comments t h a t  a r e  

w r i t t e n  h e r e  a r e  s u r f a c e  t y p e  comments o r  c o m m e n t s   t h a t  w e  c o u l d  

e x p r e s s   r i g h t   a w a y .  

T h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of o t h e r   c o m m e n t s   t h a t   t h e  North S lope  

B o r o u g h  i s  going t o  b e  making i n  d e t a i l  by J a n u a r y   6 t h   a n d  w e  w i l l  

b e   s u b m i t t i n g   t h e m  t o  t h e   f e d e r a l   q o v e r n m e n t ,   t h e  M i n e r a l s  

M a n a g e m e n t   S e r v i c e .  

S o ,  t h a t   b a s i c a l l y   c o v e r s   t h e   c o n c e r n s   t h a t   c o n c e r n s   t h a t  

t h e   N o r t h  Slope B o r o u g h   h a s .   T h a n k  you. 

(TRANSLATION  BY MS. WILSON) 

MR. BROCK: T h a n k  you. Mayor, 

w o u l d  you l i k e  t o  m a k e  a n y  comments? 

MAYOR KOWALSKI: Yes. W e ' v e   h a d  

h e a r i n g s   a n d  w e  put o u r  c o m m e n t s  i n  -- 

MR. BROCK: Would you l i k e  to come 

a l i t t l e  c l o s e r ?  We c a n ' t  p i c k  you  u p .  

MAYOR  KOWALSKI : O k a y .  We w e  r e  

here  for t h e  h e a r i n g   a n d  w e  d i d  p u t  some o f  our  comments i n .  We 

also got i n  c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   A l a s k a   W h a l i n g  Commission. At t h e  

time our whalers were u n a b l e  t o  b e   h e r e  s o  w e  stood up right behind 

them concerning - -  b e c a u s e   s u b s i s t e n c e   f o r  them down there, i t ' s  

very i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e m  a n d  t o  a l l   o f  u s .  

We were s o  c o n c e r n e d   w h e n  w e  h e a r d   t h a t   t h e y  would l i k e  

50% of the w h a l e s  to pass a n d  t h e n  t h e y  will s t a r t  continuing t h e i r  
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d r i l l i n g .  Me w a n t e d   t h e   W h a l i n g   C o m m i s s i o n  t o  know we were v e r y  

c o n c e r n e d  t o  p u t  i t  u p  a t   l e a s t  t o  7 5 %   i f   n o t   h i g h e r   b e c a u s e  i t ' s  a 

v e r y  c r i t i c a l  time of t h e  year f o r  o u r   w h a l e r s  t o  be  d o w n   t h e r e  

r i s k i n g   t h e i r   l i v e s   a n d   t h e   w e a t h e r   c o n d i t i o n s   a n d   t h e  i ce  

m o v e m e n t .  

We w e r e n ' t  t oo  s u r e  i f  t h e y  were a w a r e  of h o w   b a d   t h e  i ce  

m o v e m e n t  is h a p p e n i n g   d o w n   t h e r e .  I t h i n k   t h e y   h a d  t o  go a l l  t h e  

way t o  t h e   i s l a n d s  down t h e r e  t o  d o   t h e i r   w h a l i n g ,  t o  camp o u t   a n d  

t h e n  go o u t   f r o m   t h e r e .  S o ,  when we h a d   h e a r d   t h a t   t h e y   h a d   p u t  

5 0 %  f o r  t h e   w h a l e   m i g r a t i o n  t o  go b y ,  w e  were v e r y  c o n c e r n e d .  S o ,  

we c a l l e d   R o n a l d  N a l i k a t ,  h e  was r e p r e s e n t i n g   t h e   A l a s k a   W h a l i n g  

C o m m i s s i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime, t o  w r i t e  i n   t h e   c o n c e r n  of t h e  people h e r e  

a n d  a l s o  t h e   w h a l e r s  t o  p u t  i t  up t o  a t  l e a s t  7 5 %  o r  h i g h e r .  

S o ,  I t h i n k  i t  w o u l d   b e  S e t t e r ,  some of o u r  w h a l i n g  

c a p t a i n s  a r e  h e r e ,  I c a n  s e e ,  a n d   i f   t h e y ' d   l i k e  t o  m a k e  a c o m m e n t  

t o n i g h t ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  i t ' s  s o  i m p o r t a n t   f o r   o u r   s u b s i s t e n c e   d o w n  

h e r e   a n d ,   y o u   k n o w ,  i t ' s  h a r d   g e t t i n g  i t .  ' R u t   t h e  people ,  t h e  

w h a l e r s ,   d o  go d o w n   t h e r e   a n d  t r y  t o  get t h e m .  

And t h e y  were a l s o   c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   t h e   n o i s e ,  how i t  

a f f e c t s   t h e   w h a l e   a t  t h e  time t h a t  i t ' s  g o i n g  by t h e r e   i f   t h e y  

c o n t i n u e  t o  d o   t h e i r   e x p l o r i n g .  S o ,  t h e y  were v e r y   c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t  

t h a t   a n d   t h a t ' s  why they thought -- w h i l e   t h e y ' r e  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  

e x p l o r i n g  to  s t o p  u n t i l  a t  least t h e y  got a w h a l e  o r  t h e i r   q u o t a  o f  

w h a l e s .  

B u t  T h a v e  every council member h e r e .  I f  t h e y   w o u l d  like 
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t o  get u p   a n d   s p e a k ,   t h e y ' l l   b e  more t h a n  welcome, b u t   t h a t ' s   t h e  

o n e   t h i n g  I w a n t e d  t o  b r i n g   u p .  

MR.  B R O C K :  Very good, t h a n k   y o u .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

MR. B R O C K :  T h a n k  you. Who w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  be next? Oh, y e s ,  R o n  N a l i k a k   d i d   t e s t i f y   i n  Barrow. 

MAYOR KOWALSKI: Yes. He a s k e d  me 

t o  t e s t i f y   o n   b e h a l f  of o u r   w h a l e r s .  I t h i n k   t h e y   w o u l d   h a v e  more 

i n p u t  o n  this b e c a u s e  i t ' s  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t   t h e y  do  t h e i r   s u b s i s t e n c e  

w h a l i n g .  

MR. B R O C K :  He d i d   t e s t i f y  so 

t h a t ' s . . .  Who w o u l d   l i k e  t o  be n e x t ?  Very  good. 

MR.  A H M A K A K  : My name i s  Mark 

A h m a k a k   a n d   I ' d  l i k e  t o  s p e a k   a s   a n   i n d i v i d u a l  from t h e   c o m m u n i t y .  

MR. B R O C K :  C o u l d  y o u  s p e l l  y o u r  

n a m e ,   p l e a s e ,  s i r ?  

M R .  A H M A K A K :  A-H-M-A-K-A-K. I’m 

s u i t e   c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   t h e   s t i p u l a t i o n s   t h a t   h a v e   b e e n  q u o t e d  i n  

some p a s t  E I S  s t u d i e s .   J u s t   r e c e n t l y ,  a judge had ruled a g a i n s t  

t h e   s u i t  of t h e   N o r t h  S lope  B o r o u g h .  It w a s  one of t h e  m i t i g a t i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  h a v e   c e a s e d  by t h o  f a l l  season on t h e  m i g r a t o r y  

r o u t e s  a n d   t h e  t ime s c h e d u l e s  of t h e  w h a l e s  w h e n  they passed by t h e  

C a n a d i a n  s i d e  e x t e n d i n g   o v e r  to the C h u k c h i  Sea. 

Accu-Zype Depositions, 9nc. 
5 5 0  W e s t  S e v e n t h ,  Suite 205 

Anchorage. Alaska 99501 
/ O n 7 1  7 7 6 . n S ; A A  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

t h  

I ' m  a l s o  a w a r e   t h a t   w o u l d   h a v e  

e o i l  c o m p a n i e s   d o   o b t a i n  some of t h e  

o b e y ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t   l i s t e n  t o  t h e   N o r t h  
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a t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t .  I f  

s e  l e a s e s ,   t h e y  w i l l  no t  

Slope B o r o u g h ' s   p o s i t i o n  o r  

a c c o u n t  of a f e d e r a l   j u d g e  o r  w h o e v e r  a t  t h a t  time r u l e d   a g a i n s t  

t h e   m i t i g a t i n g   m e a s u r e s .  

T h a t   w o u l d   s e v e r l y  impact o n   o u r  s i d e ,  a n y w a y ,  f o r  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  of N u i q s u t   i f  w e  were g o i n g   o u t   w h a l i n g   a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  

f a l l  w h a l i n g   q u o t a s .  We h a v e   s e e n  a l o t  of t r a f f i c   t h e r e   a s  some 

of t h e   w h a l i n g   c a p t a i n s  a r e  aware a n d   t h a t   i n j u n c t i o n ,   i f   t h e   N o r t h  

Slope B o r o u g h  i s  n o t   s u c c e s s f u l   a g a i n   i n   p u r s u i n g   t h a t   m i t i g a t i n g  

measure w h i c h   t h e y   h a d   r e l i e d   u p o n ,   t h e n   t h e   N u i q s u t  village 

W h a l i n g   A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  a t o u g h  time r e a d i n g   t h e   q u o t a .  I t  

w i l l  d e c r e a s e   a c t i v i t y ,  a t  l e a s t   w i t h   t h e   i s l a n d s   t h a t  we normally 

w o u l d  go to .  

I ' m  s u r e   t h a t   t h e   N u i q s u t   W h a l i n g   A s s o c i a t i o n   h a s  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h a t .   I ' v e  got t h a t  comment f o r  now. 

MR. BROCK: T h a n k   y o u .  

(TRAMSLATIOB BY MS. WILSON) 

MR. BROCK: T h a n k  y o u .  Who is 

n e x t ?  

€ o r  u s ,  p l e a s e ,  s i r ?  

MR. OYAGAK: 0 -Y-A-G-A-R .  

MR. B R O C K :  T h a n k  y o u .  
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MR. O Y A G A K :  Last  fall we h a d  

i n t e r f e r e n c e   w i t h  t h e  c h o p p e r s   a n d  some of t h e   s h i p s .  We were 

l o c a t e d  on Cross  I s l a n d   a n d  w e  c o u l d  go a l l  t h e  way down t o  F l a x m a n  

I s l a n d .  And t h e y   t o l d   u s   t h a t   t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  o p e r a t e   o n   C o r o n a  

o n l y   a n d   t h e y   d i d n ' t  tell u s  t h a t   t h e y  were q o i n g  t o  r e o p e n  

H a m m e r h e a d .   I n s t e a d   o f   q o i n g   t h e i r  r o u t e ,  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  

S e p t e m b e r   t h e y   s t a r t e d   q o i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e   i s l a n d s   w i t h   c h o p p e r s   a n d  

some o f   t h o s e  supply s h i p s   w e r e n ' t   s u p p o s e d  t o  be w h e r e  w e  were 

h u n t i n g   w h a l e s   a n d  some of t h e m   j u s t   w e n t   s t r a i q h t   o u t   a f t e r   t h e y  

s a i d  w e  w o u l d n ' t   h a v e   a n y   i n t e r f e r e n c e  from o i l e r s ,  c h o p p e r s   a n d  

s u p p l y   s h i p s .  

And s i n c e   t h e y   o p e n e d  up t h e  A m e r i t h   ( p h ) ,  w e  d i d n ' t   h a v e  

a n y   w h a l e s  for a week o r  two b e c a u s e  w e  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t   t h e y  were 

j u s t  g o i n g   b a c k   o u t  t o  C a p t a i n .  And f i n a l l y   i n  October  w e  f i n a l l y  

saw some a n d  s t r u c k .  We s t a y e d  o u t  t h e r e   i n   t h a t   i s l a n d   o n e   m o n t h  

a n d  a w e e k   i n s t e a d  of c o m i n g   h o m e .   T h a t ' s  how w e  w h a l e   f r o m   h e r e  

a n d  i t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  y o u  guys d o   s o m e t h i n g   a b o u t   t h a t   n e x t  time 

t h e y   s t a r t   d r i l l i n g  o r  t h e y ’ v e  got a seismic g o i n g   o n   i n   t h e s e  

p l a c e s .   T h a n k  you. 

l i k e  t o  b e  n e x t ?  
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MR. S C H I N D L E R :  D o n ' t  l e t  h i m  

(LAUGHTER) 

MR. AHVAKANA: I ' m  N e l s o n  

A h v a k a n a ,  A-H-V-A-K-A-N-A. F i r s t   o f   a l l ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a s k  a 

q u e s t i o n  t o  d i s p u t e ,   a n d   t h a t  question i s ,  how  long  ago was t h i s  

D r a f t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact  S t a t e m e n t   m a d e   a v a i l a b l e ?   T h e  reason  

why I ' m  a s k i n g   t h a t  is t h a t   t h i s   v i l l a g e ,   i n   t a l k i n g   w i t h   t h e  

mayor ,  i t  r e c e i v e d  i t s  copy a b o u t  a c o u p l e  of w e e k s  ago a n d   b e c a u s e  

of t h a t   a n o t h e r   q u e s t i o n   w o u l d   b e   r a i s e d   a n d   t h a t   w o u l d   b e ,  how 

soon d o   y o u   s u p p o s e   t h a t  a p e r s o n  w i t h  a l i m i t e d   e d u c a t i o n   w o u l d   b e  

a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d   f u l l y   a s  t o  t h e   s t a t u s   o f   t h a t   D r a f t  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact S t a t e m e n t  t h a t  is p r e s e n t e d   b e f o r e   u s ?  

T h e  people  of Nuiqsut, e s p e c i a l l y   t h e   W o r t h  S l o p e ,  a l o t  

of u s  a r e  v e r y ,   v e r y   l i m i t e d   a s   f a r   a s   e d u c a t i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d   a n d  

t o  h a v e   s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s   a n d  t o  t r y  a n d  cope w i t h   t h e   w o r d s   t h a t  

a r e  b e i n g   u s e d   a n d  a t  t h e  same t ime r e q u e s t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

g i v i n g  t e s t i m o n y  a s  t o  t h e   e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h a t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

what I'm s a y i n g .  

T h e   p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  Sale 9 7  o n  t h e  map h e r e   i n d i c a t e d  t w o  

d e f e r r a l s .  N o w ,  a n o t h e r   q u e s t i o n  that o c c u r r e d   t h a t  I would raise 
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f o r  t h e   v i l l a g e  of N u i q s u t ?  As stated e a r l i e r  d u r i n g   t h e   b e g i n n i n g  

o f  t h e   s e s s i o n ,  I w a s   m a d e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t   t h e   M i n e r a l s   M a n g e m e n t  

S e r v i c e s   p e r s o n n e l  a r e  h e r e  p r i m a r i l y  t o  h e a r   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  

problems of t h i s  village. If  t h i s  is t h e  ca se ,  t h e n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  

of Nuiqsut i s  b e i n g  r e l i e v e d  f r o m   t h e  problems t h a t  I s ee  

p r e s e n t e d .  

T h e   N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h   i n d i c a t e d   t h a t   t h o s e  t w o  

d e f e r r a l s ,   o n e  a t  K a k t o v i k   a n d   o n e  a t  Barrow,  s h o u l d  be d e f e r r e d   u p  

t o  f i v e  y e a r s  s o  t h a t   a d d i t i o n a l   s t u d y   c o u l d   b e   m a d e .  I b e l i e v e  

t h a t   t h i s  i s  a l s o  t r u e   i n   l i g h t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Nuiqsut. 

I t ' s  t r u e   t h a t   o n l y   j u s t  a h a n d f u l  of people w o u l d  

w h a l e .   T h a t ' s   t h e   u n d e r s t a n d i n g   t h a t   o u r   C a u c a s i a n   b r o t h e r s   h a v e ,  

a n y w a y .  But t h e   p h i l o s o p h y   b e h i n d   t h i s  is t h a t   t h e   w h o l e   v i l l a g e  

is  i n v o l v e d   w h e n   t h e r e  is a w h a l i n g   s e a s o n   o p e n e d   w i t h i n   t h i s  

v i l l a g e .  I t ' s  n o t   j u s t   t h e   w h a l e r s   t h a t  a r e  o u t  f o r  a p e r i o d  of a 

m o n t h  a n d  a h a l f  or s o  a n d   l i v i n g   o f f   t h e   l a n d   a n d  trying t o  

p r o v i d e   t h e   q u o t a   t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d   f o r   t h i s   v i l l a g e .  

or  w h a t e v e r   y o u r   n a m e  i s ,  I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t   t h e s e   t h i n g s   h e r e   s h o u l d  

b e  looked i n t o .  

And a n o t h e r   t h i n g   t h a t  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  say, i f  i t  c o u l d  be 

done, b u t  i t ' s  v e r y ,   v e r y   h a r d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  f e d e r a l   q o v e r n m e n t ,  

especially i f  y o u ' r e  o n l y  o n e   e t h n i c   m i n o r i t y  group, b e c a u s e  t h e y  

d o n ' t  l i s t e n  t o  one e t h n i c   m i n o r i t y  group. t h e y  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  
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c o n s t i t u t i o n a l   r i g h t s   w h i c h   i n i t i a l l y  p r o t e c t s  t h e   i n d i v i d u a l s .  

I d o n ' t  s e e  a n y   p r o t e c t i o n   f o r   t h e   v i l l a g e  of N u i q s u t  t o  

be  -- e x c e p t  for t h e   N a t i v e s  of t h e   N o r t h  Slope.  

I t ' s  v e r y  t r u e  t h a t  o u r  b r o t h e r s   d o w n   i n   t h e  Lower 4 8 ,  a t  

t h e  time w h e n   t h e   f e d e r a l   g o v e r n m e n t  were f i r s t  i n   t h e  process of 

t a k i n g  ove r  t h e   l a n d ,   t h o s e   I n d i a n s   i n d i c a t e d   t h a t   t h e   w h i t e  man 

s p e a k s   w i t h   f o r k e d   t o n g u e .   T h i s   s a y i n g  was p r i m a r i l y  t h e   e d u c a t i o n  

f a c t o r  f o r   o u r s e l v e s   b e c a u s e  we o u r s e l v e s   h a v e   n e v e r   i n d i c a t e d   t h a t  

be fo re .  T h e r e  were o t h e r   n a m e c a l l i n a s   a n d   e v e r y t h i n g   t h a t  we may 

h a v e   u s e d ,   b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  b e c o m i n g   a p p a r e n t   t h a t  our q o v e r n m e n t  

is f o r e v e r   t r y i n g  t o  complicate t h i n g s   f o r  u s .  

E v e r   s i n c e  t h e  e n a c t m e n t   o f   t h e   L a n d  Cla ims  i n  1 9 7 1 ,  t h e y  

i n d i c a t e d   t h a t   t h e   N a t i v e s   h a d  sold t h e i r   r i g h t .  I t h i n k   t h i s  i s  

b e c o m i n g  a r e a l i t y  b e c a u s e  you h a v e  t o  r e m e m b e r   t h a t   t h e   N a t i v e s  

d i d n ' t  write t h a t  l a w ,  t h e   C o n g r e s s   d i d ,   a n d   t h e  people t h a t  w o r k  

f o r  t h e   g o v e r n m e n t   a r e   t h e   o n l y  ones t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  b e n e f i t e d   f r o m  

t h i s   b e c a u s e   t h e y   a r e   s i t t i n g   b a c k   a n d   r e l a x i n g   a n d   e n j o y i n g  l i f e  

b e c a u s e   t h e y   h a v e  fought t h e  good fight. 

T h e y   h a v e  won t h e  battle, won t h e  w a r ,  a n d  now t h e y ’ r e  

T h e y ' r e   r e a p i n g  t h e  crop r i g h t  now b e c a u s e  we...  
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p r o t e c t  t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t .   T h e y   t a l k   a b o u t   t h e   w a t e r   f o w l ,   t h e y  t a l k  

a b o u t   t h e   m i g r a t i o n  of w h a l e s ,   t h e y   t a l k   a b o u t   t h e   f i s h ,   t h e y  t a l k  

a b o u t  t h e   c a r i b o u ,   b u t  I h a v e   n e v e r   h e a r d   a n y b o d y   m e n t i o n   a n y t h i n g  

4 

6 

h e a r d   t h a t .  5 

a b o u t   t h e   I n u p i a t .   T h i s  is f o r  y o u r   p r o t e c t i o n .  I h a v e   n e v e r  

E v e n   t h o u g h  i t  was s a i d   m a n y ,   m a n y  times t h a t  we ' re  v e r y ,  

v e r y  c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  of t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  

s u b s i s t e n c e  is  f o r  y o u r  own good, b u t   w h a t   g o o d  i s  t h a t   i f   t h e  

f e d e r a l   g o v e r n m e n t  o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f   A l a s k a  i s  u t i l i z i n g   j u s t   t h e  

words w i t h   n o   m e e t i n g   w h a t s o e v e r   a n d  a l l o w  t h e   N a t i v e s  t o  s u f f e r .  

I t h i n k  w e  n e e d  t o  see t h a t ,   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e   o f   t h i s   a r e a ,  

w i t h i n   N u i q s u t ,   t h a t  i t  s t a y s   o p e n  t o  u s .  I t  p r e s e n t l y  i s  down t o  

t h e   o c e a n  a r e a .  T h a t ' s   t h e   o n l y  a r e a  t h a t ' s  b e e n   o p e n   p r e s e n t l y  

r i g h t  n o w .  We're a l l o w e d  t o  s u b s i d e   w i t h i n   o u r   a r e a   h e r e ,   b u t  

t h a t   h a s   n o   e d u c a t i o n   w h a t s o e v e r ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t   h e  i s  b r e a k i n g  

t h e r e ' s   r e c l a m a t i o n s   t h a t   a r e   f o r e i g n  t o  u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  a person 

t h e  law b e c a u s e  some J o h n   H e n r y   o v e r   t h e r e   h a s   m a d e   t h a t  law f o r  

h i m .  

Now, t h i s  S a l e  9 7 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h a t  the North Slope 

B o r o u g h   h a s   s a i d ,  is t h a t   t h e y ' r e   f o r  i t .  I b e l i e v e   t h a t  o u r  

t h e y ’ r e   s a y i n g  i t  f o r  u s .  T h e r e f o r e ,   w h a t  could I say t h e n ?  if 

g o v e r n m e n t ,   t h e   N o r t h  Slope Borough, i f  they’re saying t h a t ,  

t h e y ' r e  a g r e e i n g  t o  t h i s   s a l e ,  I b e l i e v e   t h a t   e v e n  i f  t h i s  village 

25 

w o u l d  oppose t o  t h a t   s a l e ,   w h a t  good w i l l  t h a t  d o ?  

Usually e v e r y t h i n g   t h a t  happens within t h i s   v i l l a g e ,  
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w h e n  people come f r o m   t h e   o t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t   h a v e  some p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  

t h e y   u s u a l l y  come w h e n   t h i n g s   a r e   i n   m o t i o n   a l r e a d y   a n d   t h e y  s a y  

t h a t  w e  w a n t  you t o  know t h i s   b e c a u s e  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n   a n d  i t ' s  

h a p p e n i n g   a l r e a d y .  I d o n ' t   t h i n k   t h i s  is f a i r .  

I t h i n k  w e  n e e d  t o  u t i l i z e   w h a t  w e  h a v e   f o r   t h e   p r o t e c t i o n  

o f   o u r s e l v e s ,   t h a t  w e ,  a s  I n u p i a t s .   W i t h i n   t h e   N o r t h  S lope ,  t h e r e  

a r e  o n l y  4 , 0 0 0  I n u p i a t s .   T h a t ' s  n o t  much i n   c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  

n a t i o n a l   i n t e r e s t  of t h e   U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Who a r e  t h e y ,   j u s t  a 

h a n d f u l  of people a n y w a y .   T h e  s a l e  t h a t   t h e   f e d e r a l   q o v e r n m e n t  is 

r e c e i v i n g   o n   S a l e  9 7 ,  w h a t   b e n e f i t   w o u l d   t h a t  be  t o  u s ?  

S u r e ,   t h e y ' r e   g o i n g  t o  s a y ,  y o u ' r e   g o i n g  t o  h a v e  j o b s  

a v a i l a b l e ,   b u t   t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of j o b s ,   a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h a t  was s a i d  

e a r l i e r ,  was t h a t   t h o s e  people  w i l l  h a v e  t o  be  s k i l l e d   c r a f t s m e n  

a n d  i f  t h e r e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be s k i l l e d ,   s h o w  m e  i n   t h i s   v i l l a g e  of 

N u i q s u t   t h a t   t h e s e  people  t h a t  a r e  s k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t   t h i n k  t h a t  

y o u ' l l   f i n d   a n y .  

T h e y   h a v e   t h e i r   e x p e r t i s e ,  yes.  T h e y   h a v e   t h e   k n o w - h o w ,  

b u t   t h e y   d o n ' t   h a v e   t h a t   c e r t i f i c a t i o n   w h i c h   i n i t i a l l y  i s  t h e   k e y  

t o  e v e r y t h i n g .  S o ,  w e  a r e  h e r e   l i s t e n i n g ,   o n c e   a g a i n ,  t o  t h e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n   h e r e   t h a t  i s  g i v e n  t o  u s  a n d   t h e   a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  u s ,  

o u r s e l v e s ,  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h i s  D r a f t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I m p a c t   s t a t e m e n t ,  

w h i c h  I j u s t   r e c e n t l y  s a w  a couple   o f  h o u r s  ago when I came and I’m 

s u p p o s e d  t o  be r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h a t .  

H o w  am I s u p p o s e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  s o m e t h i n g   t h a t  I d o n ' t  

k n o w  a b o u t ?  it’s l i k e  7 ,  myself, am r e q u e s t i n g   y o u  t o  respond to 
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m e  i n   I n u p i a t .  I d o n ' t   b e l i e v e   t h a t   y o u   c o u l d   e i t h e r .   T h i s  i s  how 

I f e e l .  

S o ,  i n   o r d e r   f o r   t h i s   v i l l a g e  t o  be h e a r d ,   w h a t   d o  w e  n e e d  

t o  d o ?  W e ' v e   r e p o r t e d  time a f t e r  time w h a t  w e  w a n t e d   t h e   f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f   A l a s k a  t o  h e a r ,   b u t   n o t h i n g   m a t e r i a l i z e d  

f r o m  a l l  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e   t h a t   o u r  people a r e  b e c o m i n g   k i n d  of  

r e s t l e s s  a n d   t h e y ' r e   b e c o m i n g   u s e l e s s  t o  t h e m s e l v e s   b e c a u s e   w h a t  

good d o e s  i t  d o   a n y t h i n g ?   T h i s  i s  h o w   o u r  people a r e  f e e l i n g  

t h e m s e l v e s .   W h a t  good d o e s  a l l  t h i s   d o   i f  I p r e s e n t   m y s e l f   i n  

f r o n t  of t h i s   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   a n d   e x p a n d   o n  my k n o w l e d g e   b e c a u s e  I ' m  

o n l y   o n e   i n d i v i d u a l   a n y w a y .   W h a t   g o o d   w o u l d   t h a t  do  f o r   t h i s ;  

village? 

I h o p e   t h a t   w h a t  y o u  h e a r  w i l l  b e   u t i l i z e d ,   n o t   j u s t   h e r e  

b u t   i n   o t h e r   v i l l a g e s  a s  w e l l ,  a n d  i t  is v e r y ,   v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   f o r  

t h i s   v i l l a g e  t o  be c o n c e r n e d   a n d  t o  l e t  t h o s e  people  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e i r   c o n c e r n .  I ,  myslef, b e i n g   h e r e  f o r  only f i v e  years, h a v e  

come t o  l o v e   t h i s   v i l l a g e  I am a r e s i d e n t  of t h i s   v i l l a g e   a n d  I 

h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b e   h e r e   f o r  a long time. 

R u t  i f  we a r e   g o i n g  to be  u t i l i z e d  a s  i n i v i k s   ( o h ) ,   t h i s  

i s  not  t h e  terminology t h a t   t h e   I n u p i a t  w o u l d  u se ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  

basically w h a t  we a r e .  We’re i n i v i k s   w h e n  i t  comes t o  t h e  

i n d u s t r y ,   w h e n  i t  comes t o  t h e  l e a s e  s a l e .  I h o p e   t h a t   t h i s  t ime 

this D r a f t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact  S t a t e m e n t ,   t h a t   t h e s e   d e f e r r a l s ,  

t h a t  you w o u l d  a l s o  i n c l u d e   t h e   a r e a   t h a t   t h e   v i l l a g e  of Nuiqsut 

u t i l i z e s  for t h e   w h a l i n g ,   t h a t  i t  c o u l d  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e   d e f e r r a l  
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( M R .  AHVAKANA  TRANSLATES H I S  T E S T I M O N Y )  

I MR. BROCK: Any o t h e r   c o m m e n t s ?  

i MAYOR  KOWALSKI: C o u l d  I a s k  a 

q u e s t i o n ?  

MR. BROCK: Well, I w a s   g o i n g  t o  

w a i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e   h e a r i n g   f o r  some q u e s t i o n s .  Well, why d o n ' t  

w e  go off t h e  record r i g h t  now a n d  w e ' l l  t a k e  some q u e s t i o n s   t h a t  

y o u   m i g h t   h a v e .  

( O F F  T H E  R E C O R D )  

( O N   T H E  R E C O R D )  

MS.  HOPSON: (SPEAKS I N  I N U P I A T )  

T R A N S L A T I O N  BY MS. W I L S O N :  Her 

name is T e r e s a   H o p s o n   a n d   s h e  is v e r y   p r o u d  t o  be a n  American a n d  

i t ' s  o n e  of h e r   h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t i e s .  S h e   h a s   m a n y   c o n c e r n s   a n d  

c o m m e n t s   h a v e   b e e n   c o l l e c t e d   u n t i l  n o  c o m m e n t s  a r e  l e f t ,   u n t i l .  

t h e r e  a r e  n o  more c o m m e n t s .  

S h e   d i d n ' t   h a v e   a n y  more respec t  f o r   t h e  p e o p l e  who come 

h e r e  t o  h e a r   c o m m e n t s ,  b u t  s h e   k n o w s   t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e a r  

t h e s e   c o m m e n t s   a l s o .  

T h e   d a m a g e  is d o n e  t o  t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  resources  a n d   s t u f f  

l i k e  t h a t   e v e n   t h o u g h  they h a v e   c o m m e n t e d   a n d   t h e y   w o u l d  do 

s o m e t h i n g ,   b u t   t h e s e  a r e  n o t  c a r r i e d   t h r o u g h   a n d   t h e s e  a r e  one of 

h e r   m a i n   c o n c e r n s .  

a l t h o u g h  we u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  l i v e l i h o o d  i n  o u r  own a r e a ,  
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w i t h   t h i s   m e e t i n g ,   w h a t   g o o d  w i l l  i t  b e ?   W h a t   c a n  y o u  d o  t o  h e l p  

u s ?  And t h i s  i s  o n e  of h e r   m a i n   c o n c e r n s .  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k   y o u .  A n y  o t h e r  

c o m m e n t s  f o r  t h e  record? 

M R .  T U C K L E :  ( S P E A K S  IN INUPIAT) 

His name is P a t s y   T u c k l e ,  T-U-K-L-E, a n d   h e  is o n e   o f   t h e   c a p t a i n s ,  

w h a l i n g   c a p t a i n s .  He w o u l d   l i k e  t o  m a k e   c o m m e n t s   a l o n g   w i t h  Teresa 

H o p s o n ' s .  After  m a k i n g   s e v e r a l   c o m m e n t s   i n   t h e  p a s t ,  t h e y   h a d   n o  

r e s u l t s ,   w h a t ' s   h a p p e n i n g .  Af t e r  m a k i n g   c o m m e n t s ,   t h e y  s t i l l  d o n ' t  

h e a r   a n d   t h e   d r i l l i n g  is s t i l l  g o i n g   o n   e v e n   w i t h   c o m m e n t s  o r  n o  

c o m m e n t s .  

He i s  aware t h a t   t h e   w h a l e s  a r e  g o i n g   a r o u n d   t h e   a r e a .  

T h e y  a r e  n o t   s e e n  a s  t h e y   u s e d  t o  be a n y  more. Hel icopters  a r e  

i n t e r f e r i n g   a n d  a l s o  s h i p s  a r e .  A f t e r   c o m m e n t i n g   t h a t   t h e  

h e l i c o p t e r s   w o u l d  go by l a n d ,   t h e y  s t i l l  d o n ' t  d o  t h a t .   T h e   s h i p s  

a r e  s t i l l  g o i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e  migration r o u t e .  

A l l  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  s t i l l  g o i n g   o n .   E v e n   t h e   s h i p s  

a r e   c o m i n g   t o w a r d   t h e m   w h e n   t h e y   a r e   o u t   w h a l i n g   a n d   a f t e r   t h e y  

said t h a t   t h e y   w o u l d n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h   t h e i r   w h a l i n g .  

T h e s e  a r e  h i s   m a i n  c o n c e r n s  a s  a w h a l i n g   c a p t a i n   a n d  he  

says t h a t   t h e   w h a l i n g  would be going o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  after the 

c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  i t  w i l l  b e  going on for years a n d   t h i s  h a s  t o  be 

c o n s i d e r e d .  
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s o m e t h i n g   a b o u t  -- I s k i p p e d  a l i n e   h e r e .  He s a i d   t h a t   t h e y ' v e  

b e e n   l i e d  t o  a n d  it s h o w s   t h a t   t h e   s h i p s  a r e  s t i l l  g o i n g   t h r o u g h  

t h e   m i g r a t i o n   a n d   h e   w o u l d   l i k e   t h a t   t h i s  be k n o w n .  

MR. TUCKLE: (SPEAKS I N  INUPIAT) 

TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON:  T h e y  

h a v e   n o t e d   t h a t   w h e n   t h e   w h a l e s ,   w h e n   t h e y  a r e  on m i g r a t i o n ,   t h e y  

s t o p  w h e n   t h e   w i n d s  a r e  v e r y  slow, y o u   k n o w ,   w h e n   t h e   w e a t h e r  i s  

n i c e ,   t h e n   t h e y   d o n ' t  migrate. B u t   w h e n   t h e   w i n d s  s t a r t  i s  when 

t h e y   a c t u a l l y  s t a r t  g o i n g   t h r o u g h   C a p t a i n  Bay o n   t o w a r d s  Cross  

I s l a n d   a n d   t h i s  is w h a t   t h e y   h a v e   n o t e d .  

F o r  t w o  years, t h i s  is  w h a t   t h e y   h a v e   s e e n .  

MR. S C H I N D L E R :  T h a t ' s  

i n t e r e s t i n g .  And was C a p t a i n  Bay t h e   p o i n t   w h e r e  -- 

MS. WILSON: Yes, a r o u n d   t h a t  

a r e a .  When i t  becomes v e r y   w i n d y  i s  w h e n   t h e y  s t a r t  traveling and 

t h e n   t h e y   k i n d  of s t o p  w h e n   t h e   w e a t h e r  i s  n i c e .  

MR. SCHINDLER: T h e y   h a v e  a 

p i c n i c .  

c o m m e n t s ?  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k  

MR. AHMAKOK: I h 

y o u ,  

a v e  o 

comment. I w i l l  immediately make i t  known t h a t   t h e   d e f e r r a l  for 

t h e  Nuiqsut a r e a ,  I will e x p e c t  y o u r   d e p a r t m e n t  t o  r e v i e w  a letter 

o r  some kin:! of a n s w e r  f o r  t h e  City C o u n c i l  a n d   m a y o r  a s  we w i l l  

probably request f o r  t h e  d e f e r r a l  on some specific n u m b e r s  that are 

Accu-Zype Depositions, 3nc. 
550 W e s t   S e v e n t h ,  Suite 205 

A n c h o r a g e ,  Alaska 99501 
/ O n 7 1  7 7 C . n C A A  



- 2 5  - 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

r e f e r r e d  f o r   d e f e r r a l   d u e  t o  t h e   f a c t   t h a t  some o f   t h a t   o c e a n  i s  

u s e d   f o r   o u r   s u b s i s t e n c e   h u n t i n g   a r e a s  of t h e  s e a  mammals. 

I d o   n o t   f o r e s e e   a n y  problems.  I t  is a formal r e q u e s t ,  

b o t h  t o  t h e   N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h   a n d   t h e  C i t y  of N u i q s u t ,   t h a t  w e  

w i l l  p u t  o u r  two c e n t s   w o r t h  i n t o  i t  a n d  we n e e d  t o  a s k  € o r  

J a n u a r y   6 t h   a n d  a l s o  y o u r   d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  cop ie s  of 

w h a t e v e r   c o m m e n t s  a r e  p i c k e d  up from t h e   c o m m u n i t y .   T h a n k   y o u .  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k  y o u .   Y o u r   n a m e ,  

p l e a s e ,  s i r ?  

MR. AHMAKOK:  Mark  Ahmakok.  

(TRANSLATION BY MS.  (WILSON) 

MR. B R O C K :  Mayor, d i d   y o u  

MAYOR KOWALSKI: Yes. T h a t ' s   w h a t  

I was g o i n g  t o  s a y ,  I w a n t e d  t o  request t h a t   t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  

of d e l e t i n g   t h a t  a r e a  w h e r e  w e  d o   o u r   w h a l i n g .  We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
put i t  on t h e  map. I t h i n k   t h a t  w e  h a v e   j u s t   b e e n   o v e r l o o k e d  

b e c a u s e   i n   t h e  p a s t  t h a t  was o u r   w i s h .  I f  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  

d e l e t e   t h e  Barrow a r e a  a n d   K a k t o v i k ,  w e  w a n t e d   o u r  a r e a  w h e r e  w e  

were w h a l i n g  a l s o  d e l e t e d   a n d   s o m e h o w  a m i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n   h a s  

h a p p e n e d .  

B u t  I c a n  r e c a l l  a l o t  of t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s ,  a l l  o f   t h e  

2 2  
t i m e ,   w h e n  i t  was time for u s  t o  s p e a k  o u r  c o n c e r n .   T h a t  was t h e  

c o n c e r n .   T h e y   n e v e r   d i d   e n o u g h  studying o n  o u r  w h a l e s  s o  t h e y  h a d  

b e t t e r   p u t  i t  o f f  a l s o  f o r   a n o t h e r   f i v e  y e a r s  o r  h o w e v e r   l o n g  t h a t  

K a k t o v i k   a n d  Barrow a r e a s  a r e  doing. 

23 

24 

25 
. 
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MR. B R O C K :  D o  Y O U  w a n t  t o  wr i te  a 

l e t t e r  o n  t h a t  or d o  Y O U  w a n t  u s  -- 

MAYOR KOWALSKI : Yes. 

M R .  BROCK: And b e  s u r e  t o  a t t a c h  

a map, w o u l d   y o u  p l e a s e ,  -- 

MAYOR KOWALSKI : Yes. 

MR. BROCK: -- so  w e  c a n  s ee  w h a t  

a r e a  y o u ' r e  talking a b o u t  f o r  s u r e ?  

MAYOR KOWALSKI : Okay .  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k  Y O U .  And b e  

su re  i t  gets i n   b e f o r e   J a n u a r y   6 t h .  

MAYOR KOWALSKI: Yes, w e  w i l l  d o  

t h a t  tomorrow. We w i l l  get i t  o u t  a s  soon a s  w e  p o s s i b l y   c o u l d  s o  

I t h i n k  w e  w i l l  get i t  o u t  tomorrow. 

MR. BROCK: Thank  Y O U .  A n y  o t h e r  

comments? Yes, ma'am?-- 

MS. AHMUPKANA: (SPEAKS IN 

INUPTIAT) 

TRANSLATION B Y  MS.  WILSON: My 

name i s  Margie Ahmupkana   and  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b a c k  U P  T e r e s a  

Hopson's comments. S h e  was h e r e  a s  a l i t t l e  girl i n  t h i s  area i n  

1 9 4 9  a n d   t h e n   m o v e d  t o  B a r r o w   a n d   d u r i n g   t h a t  time there were no 

s t i p u l a t i o n s  t o  t h i s   a r e a .  And t h e n   s h e   m o v e d   S a c k  t o  Nuiqsut i n  

1 9 7 3 .  

W i t h   s t i p u l a t i o n s   a r o u n d  i t  is v e r y   h a r d   a n d  o i l  a n d  gas 
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s u r r o u n d i n g  N u i q s u t  a n d   t h e   p i p e l i n e  is g o i n g   t h r o u g h   a n d  we 

i l l  h a v e   n o  gas y e t  f o r   t h e  C i t y  of N u i q s u t .  

S h e   c o m m e n t e d   t h a t  w e  a r e  m o v i n g   b a c k w a r d s   h e r e   w i t h  o i l  

a n d  gas s u r r o u n d i n g   u s .  We a r e  g o i n g   b a c k  t o  wood a n d   s t u f f  l i k e  

t h a t .  It is  v e r y   h a r d  t o  l i v e   i n   t h i s   k i n d   o f   s i t u a t i o n .  

And s h e   c o m m e n t e d   t h a t   t h e   c o m m e n t s   t h a t   t h e y   h a v e   s a i d  

a r e  put i n   a n d   f i x e d   u p   b e c a u s e   s h e   h e a r s  words a l l  t h e  time a n d  I 

g u e s s   t h a t   s h e   t h i n k s   t h a t   t h e y  a r e  f i x e d   u p   a n d   p u t   i n   t h e s e  

papers a n d   s t u f f   l i k e   t h a t .  

And l i v i n g   h e r e   i n   N u i q s u t  is g e t t i n g   h a r d e r   a n d   h a r d e r  

w i t h   t h i s  o i l  a n d  gas s u r r o u n d i n g  u s  a n d   d r i l l i n g  a l l  a r o u n d  = 

N u i q s u t .   S h e   m e n t i o n e d   t h a t  i t  is g e t t i n g   h a r d e r .  

MR.  BROCK: T h a n k  you .  Any o t h e r  

c o m m e n t s ?   ( P A U S E )   I f   n o t ,  w e  w i l l  c l o s e  t h e   h e a r i n g  a t  t h i s   p o i n t  

a n d  w e  d o   a p p r e c i a t e   y o u r   e f f o r t s   i n   c o m i n g   o u t   a n d  w e  w i l l  m a k e  

s u r e  t h e s e  get i n .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. W I L S O N )  

( O F F  T H E  R E C O R D )  

* * * END OF PROCEEDINGS * * * 
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UNITED STATES O F  A M E R I C A  ) 

STATE OF ALASKA 
) s s .  
) 

I F I C E 

I ,  A n g e l a  K .  Hecker, C o u r t  Reporter  f o r   A c c u - T y p e  
D e p o s i t i o n s ,  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h e r e b y   c e r t i f y :  

T h a t   t h e   f o r e g o i n g   p a g e s   n u m b e r e d  3 t h r o u g h   2 7   c o n t a i n  a 
full, true a n d  c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  of p r o c e e d i n g s   i n   t h e  mattter of  
t h e   D r a f t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t   f o r   t h e   P r o p o s e d  O i l  a n d  
;as Lease Sa le  9 7  i n   t h e   B e a u f o r t   S e a  a s  t r a n s c r i b e d   b y  m e  t o  t h e  
best of my k n o w l e d g e   a n d   a b i l i t y   f r o m  r e e l  t o  ree l  t a p e   i d e n t i f i e d  
as f o l l o w s :  
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